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Didarganj Chowry Bearer Centenary Year

Open Letter Competition

Organized by FACES (Foundation for Art Culture Ethics & Science), Patna in collaboration with
the Department of Art Culture & Youth (Directorate of Museum) Govt. of Bihar
Media Partner: Dainik Jagran, Patna

INTRODUCTION

Didarganj Yakshi (Didarganj Chowry-Bearer) is a world famous female figure sculpted in round in Chunar-sandstone,

dated 300 BC (Mauryan period) and exhibited at Patna Museum Patna. Patna is
better known abroad for this legendary icon which is housed in the museum of
this city, rather than anything else. Many of the features of this sculpture have
been judged superior to those of the famous antiques of the world, such as
Venus-de-Milo and Mona Lisa. Therefore it is very important that our children
must know this icon well. With the objective to make students well aquatinted
with this figure, FACES organized an Open Letter Competition on subject
“Didarganj Yakshi : Introduction, History and Art”, for students of 9" to 12" class.
The event was collaborated by the Directorate of Museum, Govt. of Bihar. Dainik
Jagran, Patna was media-partner in this programme. Another objective of this
competition was to improve the appetite of children for cultural heritages and
respect for historical monuments / antiquities. Students learned a lot about their
glorious past through this competition because participation in this competition
required some research to collect information about the sculpture; and naturally,
while browsing for information one learns many things in context.

DESCRIPTION

Schools were invited to take part in this event two weeks prior to the scheduled
date 23 November 2016. Students were asked to write and submit an open letter
on the subject to the office of the Patna Museum, Patna. 51 students from 20
schools were selected to recite the letter before a panel of the judges comprising
of three scholars of the subject. On 23" of November 2017 all selected students
read out their letters before the panel. Among them three letters were judged
for ‘winner’ prizes and five students were selected for ‘consolation’ prizes. The
prizes were distributed by the Chief Guest of the event Dr. V. K. Jamuar, Head of
the Department of Ancient History and Archaeology, Patna University, Patna.

The event started at 11 AM and concluded at 4 PM in the auditorium of Patna Museum, Patna.

Lunch was arranged for the participants, guest teachers and audience by the organizers at 1 PM in the quiet and lush
green campus of Patna Museum. After the completion of the second session (post lunch) reading, at 4 PM the names
of the winners were announced by the judges and the prizes were distributed.
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Inauguration

Secretary of FACES inaugurates the event along with the Curator of Patna Museum & the Judges.

The Judges

Dr. Shiv Kumar Mishra, Dr. Umesh Chand Dwivedi, Dr. Chitranjan Prasad Sinha,
Research Director, Patna Ex. Director Patna Museum Ex. Director Kashi Prasad Jaiswal
Museum, Patna. Patna. Research Institute, Patna.
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Hindustan, Patna
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Aaj, Patna
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Junior Jagran
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Junior Jagran published the open- letters written by the winners
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The Chief Guest

Sunita Bharti (Actress & Secretary of FACES) welcomes Dr. V. K. Jamuar, the chief guest of the event.

Recitation of Open Letters

yreT—y —

Students reading their letters during the competition.

Event Report: FACES, Patna.  Full report on www.faces.org.in
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Students on Dias

Event Report: FACES, Patna.  Full report on www.faces.org.in
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Lunch Time

Event Report: FACES, Patna.  Full report on www.faces.org.in
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The Winners

1* Prize : Amrita Bhardwaj
CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL, BAILEY ROAD, PATNA

2" prize : Shalini Kumari
ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, DANAPUR CANTT., PATNA

3" Prize : Harsha
CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL, BAILEY ROAD, PATNA

Event Report: FACES, Patna.  Full report on www.faces.org.in
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Consolation Prizes

Ayushi singh, DAV School, Patna Katya Prasad, DAV School, Patna

Aparna Shankar, DAV School, Patna Harshit Pathak, Railway School Khagaul Danapur

Rukhsar Fatima, Ganga Devi College Patna

Event Report: FACES, Patna.  Full report on www.faces.org.in
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Prize Winners with Judges, Chief Gest & Organizers

Event Report: FACES, Patna.  Full report on www.faces.org.in
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